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T he man on the 
roadside is blind. 
Trapped in a 
world of shad-

ows, he gropes around in the soil searching for a coin that rolls just out of 
arm's reach. His name is Bartimaeus, but everyone knows him as "the beg-
gar." For him, every day is the same – sitting, begging, listening. His is a 
life without color, without light, without hope. Until today. 

As he waits to hear the sound of another coin, the usual hum of footsteps 
and conversation is interrupted. Curious, he cocks his ear toward what 
seems to be an approaching crowd. The din grows closer, and the man who 
can't see makes use of someone who can, inquiring as to what the commo-
tion is about. 

"Jesus, the man from Nazareth, is going past you," comes the reply. 
"Going past you,” – I think it's safe to say Bartimaeus was used to 

things passing him by. The kids he grew up with had likely all found 
spouses and bought houses. His chances at a normal life, with a job to pay 
the bills and children to carry on his name, had faded into the blackness 
that enveloped his existence. A woman to love, an honorable profession, 
a meaningful way of life – one by one, each had passed him by. 

But this time, it would be different. This time, he could do 
something about it. And he does. 

" Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" He waits 
expectantly, but his cry for help is answered only by an 
annoyed shushing from the spectators. Will this, too, be a 
lost opportunity for Bartimaeus? Another black day to add 
to the catalogue of dark memories? 

FREEDOM THROUGH TRUTH MINISTRIES 

A QUOTE  ON EVANGELISM  
 

Dr. Kermit Long says, “With all our education, our fine buildings, our im-
age of the church, we are doing less to win people to Christ than our un-
schooled forefathers did. We’re no longer fishers of men, but keepers of the 
aquarium, and we spend most of our time swiping fish from each other’s 
bowl.” 
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No. Not if he can help it. "SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON ME!" 
he shouts. 

And what he hears this time is...silence. The procession has stopped. At 
Jesus' order, the crowd parts and Bartimaeus is escorted to the center. 

"What do you want me to do for you?" asks the Savior. 
"Lord, make me see again," begs the beggar. 
In an instant, the Light of the World pours light into Bartimaeus' world. 

A blind man receives sight. And the first face he sees is Christ's. 
Now watch how Luke concludes the account: "...and he followed Jesus, 

praising God. All the people who saw it thanked God too." Beautiful, isn't 
it? I wonder, how does your account end? As a former blind beggar, are you 
following Jesus? Praising God? And how about those around you? Has 
your conversion converted them? 

You've received your sight. Has He received your service? 
This prison ministry gives you a perfect opportunity to show your grati-

tude for the way Christ helped you-by helping others. There are plenty of 
people in dire need of your help. Remember what God has given you; and 
do what you can to give it to them.  (Justin Gerhardt—Preacher, Shiloh 
Church of Christ) 

     The Third Edition of Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth has been completed!  
There are Twelve quarter guides, Two Teacher’s Manuals, a Study on Islam, and 
Judges and Ruth. All of them are available on CD as well as in hard copy. 

     New maps, charts, and graphics have been added to 
improve the quality.  Additionally a new layout has been 
given to the whole series, to make it more readable and 
enjoyable.  We think that they will greatly increase your 
enjoyment of the study of God's Holy Word.  
     The CD format is WORD 2000, and Adobe Reader.  If 
you need these in Spanish—let us know—and we  will 
gladly send you a CD in that language as well.  Help us 
to serve you in whatever way that we can.  We are hon-
ored by the opportunity. 
           There is NO CHARGE for these materials! 

A MISSION OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
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“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him 
who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has 
passed from death into life,” John 5:24 

T he purpose of our prison ministry is to lead inmates to life through 
Christ. We have gained nothing if we have merely led these men to 

a better knowledge of how to get along in this world. There is no continuum 
on a scale that moves from death to life. There can be nothing that makes a 
greater difference, with nothing in between, than passing from death to life.  

 A particularly cheerful inmate shared an experience that illustrates the 
unavoidable change and powerful emotions that go with the actual realiza-
tion that one has indeed passed from death to life.   A cousin, with whom he 
had been very close during his youth, had visited him for the first time in 40 
years. The cousin had thought the inmate was dead all those years. The in-
mate had thought the cousin was rejecting him. My mind could hardly keep 
up, as the inmate related how the forty years of darkness had come about 
and then how the truth had come to light. And with the light of truth came 
the visit. It seemed impossible to grasp the emotional impact that the in-
mate was trying to express as he spoke of the reunion that truth had made 
possible.   

In Acts 26:18, God stated his purpose in sending Paul to the Gentiles as 
turning people,  “from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to 
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins ” John the apostle quoted Je-
sus in 1 John 3:14 – 15 when writing to some Christians  “words” whereby 
they could know of their status with God.  “We know that we have passed 
from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love  his 
brother abides in death. Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you 
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W orking with prisoners is always challenging and difficult.  There are always 

more failures than successes.  As prison workers, we look to each other for 
encouragement and strength to go back week after week.  The sad thing is that as we 
talk about our work to the brethren, we are often discouraged by them.  There is no 
way to count the many times I have heard the brethren ask through the years, “Well, 
how many of them stay faithful when they get out of prison?”  Statements such as this 
one have left me angry and discouraged many times.  I believe this question is asked 
for several reasons: (1) In some cases the person is concerned about the lost and is sin-
cerely asking for information about prison work.  (2)  Some people ask this question 
because they think we have no business taking the gospel to prisoners.  (3)  However, 
most of the time I feel that our brethren ask this question to sooth their own conscience 
and use this as an excuse not to do prison work. 
            In my early years of prison work I tried to answer this question in a weak and 
defensive way.  Today I answer this question with conviction and boldness.  I usually 
answer the question like this, “I have no idea how many stay faithful after they get out 
of prison.  All I know is the significance Jesus placed on prisoners.  In Matthew 25 Je-
sus paints a verbal picture of the judgment day for us.  Notice the criteria He gives for 
entering heaven.  He mentions clothing the naked, feeding the hungry, taking in 
strangers, visiting the sick and prisoners!  Of all the things we will be judged by on 
this great day, Jesus chose these things to mention!”  Then I make this final statement, 
“Jesus said it was important and we should do it.  So, I’m going to do what He said 
and let Him keep count!” 
            Brethren, we must not let the devil use the pessimism of others to discourage us 
from this great work.  Working behind bars is a time consuming and lonely work! The 
last thing we need is to have our own brethren discouraging us.  Let the Lord keep 
count and let us stay about the Father’s business! (Phillip Hines, Preacher—Hartselle 
Church of Christ) 

Baptisms for 2006 at Limestone Correctional Facility : 31 
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St.  This is an excellent time for everyone to give a report of the work they 
are doing in Jails and Prisons.  I know that the food and fellowship will be 
enjoyed by all.  These meetings usually begin at 6:00PM for the food with 
the meeting to follow. 
 

33rd National Prison/Jail Ministry Workshop 
June 15—16, 2006 

Louisville, Kentucky 
 

UKRAINE MISSION TRIP – JUNE 5-7, 2006 
 

           We’re so excited that Assistant Chaplain James Williams will be go-
ing to Ukraine for a week to meet with men being trained to become 
preachers .  James will be working with these men to help them understand 
more about Prison Ministry.   
 
           As you can see, we’re going to very busy in these 
next two months.  Opportunities abound everywhere and 
we want to take advantage of as many of these as we 
can.  We encourage each of our volunteers to be-
come even more involved and if you’re reading 
this and are not involved in Prison ministry, con-
sider the possibilities, pray about it, and come 
join us as we reach out to those in Jails and 
Prisons.   (Chaplain Charles E. Baggett) 

FREEDOM THROUGH TRUTH MINISTRIES 
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know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”   The working of 
God’s eternal purpose is that the shadow of death be taken away by the 
sending of Jesus, the great light, Isa. 9:1 – 2.  

One of the most challenging obstacles to belief in the Scriptures is see-
ing the lack of faith in the life Jesus has promised exhibited by Christians. 
He sees Christians dwelling mainly on what God is doing for them in this 
life, denying the Biblical truth that all is well for believers no matter what 
happens in this life. The confused student often settles into life possessed 
by the cares of this world, failing to cross over from death to life.     

Jesus declares powerful, life changing truths. God is alive. God is light. 
God is truth.  With this true light we know that we have a living relation-
ship with the eternal God just as the inmate has restored to him a living re-
lationship with his temporal cousin.  (Sam Drake, Madison Church of 
Christ) 

INTERESTING FACTS TO KNOW… 
 

How many prisons are there in Alabama? 
 
• The Alabama Department of Corrections operates 30 prisons within the state.  Five are con-

sidered maximum security: Holman, Kilby, St. Clair, Donaldson and Tutwiler.  Eight are 
considered medium security,  five minimums, with a total of 12 Work Release / Community 
Work Centers. 

 
Do Alabama prisons offer cable television? 
 
• No.  With the exception of some on death row, inmates do not have televisions in their cells.  

However, televisions are available in dayrooms, where inmates may view one set.  Seating 
is typically bench style with only basic networks, sports and educational channels permitted 
for view.  Televisions are donated by faith-based groups or purchased through Institutional 
Contingency funds.  ICF Funds are generated through the sale of items on the inmate can-
teen (in prison stores where snack foods, toiletries and approved prison items are sold). 
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Hartselle, Al. 35640 
Bus. (256) 773-8417 

Prison  
Ministry 

AN UNREAD BIBLE 
 

S ome time ago an elderly man living in New Jersey made an unusual discovery as he 
leafed through an old family Bible. Many years earlier, his aunt had died and left it to 

him. Part of her will read: “To my beloved Steven Marsh I bequeath my family Bible and all 
it contains, along with the residue of my estate after my funeral expenses and just and lawful 
debts are paid.” When everything had been settled the nephew got a few hundred dollars plus 
the old volume mentioned in the will.  

 After the money was used up, his only support was a small pension, and for more than 30 
years he lived in poverty. Then one day he cleaned out his attic in preparation for a move to 
his son’s home where he hoped to spend his old age. There in a trunk was the family Bible he 
had inherited. Opening it, he was amazed to find banknotes scattered throughout its pages. He 
counted over $5000 in cash. Within his reach were riches he could have been enjoying all 
along.  
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T he next three months are going to be filled with ac-
tivity for us here at Limestone Correctional Facility.  

Listed below are four major events that members of the 
chapel staff will be involved in: 
 

ALABAMA PRISON MINISTRY MEETING 
 

          This meeting will be held in Montgomery at the In-
ner City Church of Christ at 450 Sayno St., on Tuesday, 
April 18th from 9:00AM to 3:00PM.  This meeting is de-
signed to help develop better communications throughout 
the state for members of the church working in Prison and 
Jail ministry.  Bro. Buck Griffith from Corpus Christi, TX., 
will be the featured speaker.  This is a very important meet-
ing and all are encouraged to attend. 
 
ALABAMA JAIL/PRISON REPORTER APRIL 21ST 

           
          This meeting will be at the Hartselle Church of Christ on Sparkman 

(Continued on page 2) 
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