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n of Chaplain Baggett
nce each year we require that all our religious volunteers go through
training conducted by either the Chaplain or one of his designees. This
raining last two or three hours, and is often repetitive. It’s not uncommon to
ear someone complain, “Why do we have to sit and listen to the same thing
ear after year?” The answer is simple, the Department of corrections has said
i that it is a requirement - and that pretty well settles the matter.
However, the answer is really a lot more complex than that simple statement. Repetition is a
great teacher. Remember when we were in school, how we learned to spell, to remember dates and
events. We simply repeated them over and over again until they became engrained in our minds. What
about memorizing scriptures? Some of us wrote the verse on a 3 x 5 card and car-
ried it in our pocket. We would take the cards out and read the verse and then re-
peat it over and over again until we finally had it committed to memory. That’s a W
little like this matter of annual training. The more we hear it, the more it becomes
second nature to us. If we hear the rules over and over again, we will eventually
commit them to memory. -;’ﬁi;i)tﬁal Growthin | 3
There is something else that annual training does. It gives us a chance to
see others who also share an interest in prison ministry. We hear questions and
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No Greater Faith 4
comments from individuals that are not a part of our group that might help us deal
with some issues that we have. And it is also likely that you might have something Eggg?%oi%ach 6
to share with the group that will be beneficial to others. with Christian
We’re drawing close to the time of year for the annual training |
Chapel Runners 7

to begin. We will offer several dates in which you can participate in this training.
However, it is important that everyone remembers that if you fail to get the train-
ing, you will not be allowed to participate in the religious services. Thanks to all
of you for your help and contribution in His service.
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isiting the Honor Dorm inmates at Limestone County Correc-
; tional Facility was a wonderful, heart rending experience for
me. Upon entering the property we waited in the van at the ve-
q) hicle checkpoint to gain access. After parking, we waited at an
= === 110N barred gate before walking toward an unfamiliar building. When we
entered the lobby of the building several officers were present. With un-
> smiling faces, all of them looked at us intently. We signed the visitor’s
roster, forfeited our driver’s licenses, received a visitor’s badge and indi-
vidually passed our shoes through the X-ray machine and stepped
through the scanner. How foreign and cold the process was. Being a part
of the Lord’s family took on a new meaning for me during that exercise.
I was so glad | was there with people | know and love. As | stepped
wf==d . through the scanner and looked down at my bare feet, two scriptures
filled my heart — the Lord’s washing of His disciples’ feet and His in-
struction to shake the dust off if not welcomed. Once all of us were
= === checked we watched an inner door open through which we passed into a
hallway. From the other side of the hallway and to our right be-
hind a glass window again we were observed by unsmiling
D_ officers staring intently at us. | can still remember the sound
when the door closed behind us. We turned right and
headed toward another heavy door that had a small window
m at eye level. Since | was one of the first ones to reach this
- door | gazed through the window and my breath caught in
my throat. There in the visitors’ room sat men all dressed
C in white facing the same direction. They were sitting with
m hands folded on the table. Not talking or looking at each
other only looking straight ahead, they were just waiting
E patiently. Again two scriptures filled my heart — the fields are

white ready for harvest and the Lord telling us when we have seen Him.
Humbly | accept that His presence was there that day. Later serving the
O inmates food, talking with them while they ate, and going table to table
offering seconds, | knew | had received a blessing that the Lord could
not give me anywhere else on earth. He called, | followed, and | saw
Him. The men are humble in spirit, lonely, afraid and needing kindness.
Won’t you come and look through that same window, step through that
same door, and behold a blessing you’ll never forget? (Paula K. Mclin-

< nish—Madison Church of Christ)
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ne of the biggest challenges facing workers in the prison

ministry is nurturing the spiritual growth of those inmates

who have put on Christ through baptism. The fact that an in-

mate has been baptized doesn’t remove him from the prison
environment that bombards him from every side with false religious
teaching. He may “.. long for the pure milk of the word,”” but he contin-
ues to he exposed to an unbelievable amount of false teaching. The in-
mate struggles with discerning which teaching is from God and which is
from Satan. His Christian fellowship is with other struggling babes, none
of whom has the love and support that one receives when introduced to
the “free world” church.

The new Christian in prison usually knows more about Christ
than he does about His Body and the uniqueness of it. This is only natu-
ral since the main emphasis is placed on basic teaching regarding man’s
relationship to God and how that relationship has to change for one to
become a Christian.

Without sacrificing our efforts to convert the lost, we are increas-
ing our efforts toward perfecting the new saints here at Limestone. This
trimester reflects this objective through two new classes aimed at
strengthening new Christians. These classes, titled Firmly Rooted in
Truth and Early Church History, are taught by Sam Drake and Lynn-
wood Cockerham respectively of the Madison Church of Christ. Sieg-
fried Bill also continues to visit new Christians on weekends, teaching them what it
means to be “who they are” because of Whose they are.

Another great source of encouragement to these new Christians is your notes
and letters. Many inmates receive very little communication, and some receive no com-
munication from the outside, except what they receive from you. Never underestimate
the effect of a simple expression of love and concern to these lonely brothers. More
than once, as | have entered Dorm 16, men have excitedly rushed up to me with joy in
their eyes, telling me about a letter they had received from a member of our congrega-
tion.

As we continue this emphasis on spiritual growth we solicit your prayers on be-
half of these babes in Christ as well as this ministry.

(Asst. Chaplain Bill Edwards—Madison Church of Christ )
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No Greater Faith

by Lucinda A. Wilson
This article is a response to an “Opinion” question asked last year for an issue on faith:
“Describe an incident in your life that required great faith.” In response, Lucinda Wilson tells her
story.”

Taking responsibility for my behavior and the crime | committed before | became a Christian required
great faith in God for me. In October 1995, | was involved in a crime that ended in a murder. Immedi-
ately afterwards, | became flooded with guilt, shame and hopelessness. | attempted to take my life with an
overdose of sleeping pills. But God, whom I did not know spared my life.

Two months later, | was arrested under suspicion and considered to be involved in the crime. |
spent 90 days in the county jail, and that is when my search for God began.

Praying and reading my Bible was all 1 did in jail. | found such comfort, hope and, most of all,
truth that finally made sense to both my heart and mind.

After the 90 days, | was released because of lack of evidence and returned to my home —only |
was already different on the inside. My prayers and desire to learn more about God’s Word led me to ask
God for a way that | might be able to study His Word and do His will. | believed this was the right thing
for me to do because God had set me free from jail and had given me a second chance.

In June 1996, my prayer was answered. On the windshield of my car was an invitation to study
God’s Word. The Upper Room Bible Learning Center, an outreach of the Alamo City Church of Christ in
San Antonio, Texas, was having a class titled “Getting to Know Jesus.” | called and reserved my seat for
the class.

It was wonderful! All that | learned about Jesus, plus meeting real Christians for the first time in
my life, made a huge impact on me. | then began attending a home Bible study and asking more ques-
tions. This opened the door for me to have a personal Bible study with one of the ministers. On Sept 13,
1996, | was baptized into the Lord Jesus Christ and made my commitment to follow Him all my life.

Shortly after my baptism, I believed it was necessary to deal with my past and to share my secret
crime with my new Christian family. When | did this, it became clear to me what | had to do, although |
knew all my past sins had been forgiven by my heavenly Father and | had been washed by the saving
blood of my precious Lord Jesus.

I went to the detective in charge of the case, gave him my full confession, and turned myself in to
the police for the crime | had committed almost one year earlier. The Lord stood by me on the day of my
hearing, along with my loving brothers and sisters in Christ. For my guilty plea before the judge, I re-
ceived a life sentence with possible parole after 40 years.

It has been six long years since | first stepped foot into this prison. The environment is dark,
hateful and ungodly. Growing as a Christian has been a challenge for me, but the Lord has proven His
love and faithfulness. | am convinced that He will bring me safely through this to the very end. Lucinda
A. Wilson 786238, Mountain View Unit, 2305 Ransom Rd., Gatesville, TX 76528 (Reprinted
with permission of Christian Women Magazine, Nashville, TN.)
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“Father, where shall | work today?”
And my love flowed warm and free.
Then He pointed out a tiny spot
And said “tend that for me.”

! answered quickly, “Oh, no, not that,
Why no one would ever see,

No matter how well my work was done,
Not that little place for me.”

And the word He spake, it was not stern:
“Ah, little one, search that hear of thine;
Art thou working for them or me?
Nazareth was a little place,

And so was Galilee.”

Author Unknown

The Third Edition of Rightly Dividing the Word of
Truth has been completed! There are Twelve quarter
guides, Two Teacher’s Manuals, a Study on Islam,
and Judges and Ruth. All of them are available on CD
as well as in hard copy.

New maps, charts, and graphics have been added
to improve the quality. Additionally a new layout has
been given to the whole series, to make it more read-
able and enjoyable. We think that they will greatly in-
crease your enjoyment of the study of God's Holy
Word.

The CD format is WORD 2000, and Adobe Reader.

If you need these in Spanish—Iet us know—and we will gladly send you a
CD in that language as well. Help us to serve you in whatever way that we
can. We are honored by the opportunity.

There is NO CHARGE for these materials!
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